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SCAQMD releases updated statement on sulfur odor 
 
The South Coast Air Quality Management District last night released the following statement. 
Please contact SCAQMD at 800-CUT-SMOG for additional information: 
 
Air Quality Officials Continue to Probe Source 
of Widespread Sulfur Odors 
 
September 10, 2012 
 
Air quality officials are continuing to investigate the source of a rotten-egg odor reported last 
night and today across much of Southern California, from the Salton Sea to the San Fernando 
Valley.    
 
“Several factors indicate that the Salton Sea may have been the source of these odors,” said 
Barry Wallerstein, executive officer for the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(AQMD). “However we do not have any definitive evidence to pinpoint the Salton Sea or any 
other source yet.” 
 
AQMD deployed field inspectors today to the San Fernando Valley, Long Beach, Colton, San 
Bernardino, Riverside, Perris, Temecula, Banning, Palm Springs, La Quinta and the Salton Sea 
in an attempt to locate the source of the odor.  
 
Several sources have reported hot weather and a possible release of bacteria from the bottom 
of the sea due to winds there. Those conditions could cause strong sulfur odors. 
 
In addition, strong thunderstorm activity in the Salton Sea area and resulting high winds from 
the southeast could have pushed odors into the Los Angeles basin. However, it is highly 
unusual for odors to remain strong up to 150 miles from their source, Wallerstein said.    



 
AQMD will collect air samples this evening in several locations throughout the Coachella Valley 
and at the Salton Sea. An analysis of those samples may provide further evidence of a possible 
source.  
 
Since midnight last night, AQMD has received about 200 complaints of sulfur- and rotten-egg 
odors. Most callers were from the Coachella Valley and other portions of Riverside County as 
well as San Bernardino and Los Angeles counties. Only a few calls came from Orange County.
 
A strengthening onshore breeze tomorrow may keep any additional odors from spreading as 
far west as they did today, AQMD officials said. 
 
AQMD is the air pollution control agency for Orange County and major portions of Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino and Riverside counties.    
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157 West Fifth St., 2nd Floor, San Bernardino, Ca. 92415-0451 

 
   NEWS RELEASE 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           Mark A. Hartwig 
         Fire Chief 

             
 
DATE: September 24, 2012  
CONTACT: Tony Siciliano, Public Information Officer 
  (909) 355-1098 
 

Station 12 in San Antonio Heights now Providing Paramedic Services 
 

The Paramedic program in San Antonio Heights is officially in service. As of September 8, 2012 San 
Bernardino County Fire Station 12 in the community of San Antonio Heights has Advanced Life Support 
capabilities.  Staffed with a two-person crew, the community will have a Limited Term Firefighter Paramedic 
and a full-time Career Captain twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  Prior to this date there were only 
basic life support capabilities for medical emergencies. 
 
The community of San Antonio Heights rallied together to make this a priority.  San Bernardino County Fire 
Department made a presentation led by Captain Bryant O’Hara, to the San Antonio Heights Association 
outlining the effectiveness of Advanced Life Support and showing the benefits versus Basic Life Support.   
Once the presentation was complete the donations came rolling in anywhere from one hundred dollars to a few 
thousand dollars.  Once the goal was reached to purchase the required equipment, the San Bernardino County 
Fire Department provided a paramedic licensed Limited-Term Firefighter for every shift.  San Bernardino 
County Fire Department in partnership with the community is thrilled to offer this service and commitment to 
the residents of San Antonio Heights. 
 
On the very first day the program was in place, they were able to show their effectiveness by responding to a 
cardiac emergency where Advanced Life Support was vital in saving a life.  Without the Advanced Life Support 
capabilities, crews were convinced the outcome may have been much different. 
 
A special thank you goes out to all the citizens and organizations that made this possible. 
 
As a reminder, time is of the essence during emergencies.  Please dial 9-1-1 for all emergencies to ensure the 
closest available resource responds in a timely manner.  For more information please visit www.sbcfire.org.  
 

# # # 
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Special meeting for Cadiz project slated for Oct. 1  
 
The San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors plans to conduct a special meeting at 

10 a.m. on Monday, October 1, to consider various actions related to the proposed Cadiz 
Valley Water Conservation, Recovery and Storage Project.  

 
Actions would include consideration of a proposed Groundwater Management, 

Monitoring, and Mitigation Plan; consideration of the project Environmental Impact Report; 
and consideration of findings relevant to the county’s role as a responsible agency under the 
California Environmental Quality Act. 

 
The State Open Meetings Act requires that the meeting be announced to the public and 

documents made available for review only 24 hours in advance of the October 1 meeting. 
However, the county is making every effort to have documents available for public inspection 
in advance of this deadline. 

 
The county will issue a news release and make an announcement on Twitter as soon as 

the documents are made available to the Board of Supervisors and the public on the county’s 
website. The best way for the news media and public to be aware when this announcement is 
made is to follow the county on Twitter, @sbcounty, or subscribe to county news releases by 
visiting http://www.sbcounty.gov/pressreleases/ and clicking on the red envelope at the top of 
the page. 

 
Information about the County of San Bernardino is available at www.sbcounty.gov. 
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